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The Ghana Stippers Authorty (SHIPPERS)
has been at the frontline of Ghana's maritime
industry since 115 establishment in 1974 by
NRCD 234, Tt has over the vears collaborated
with private and public organizations n the
maritime industry to pursug its primary objec-
tive of protecting and promoting the interests
of shippers n Ghana, in relation to port, ship
and inland transport problems in order to en-
sure safe, reliable and cost effective cargo
transportation,

In 2012, the Ghana Shippers' Authority Regu
lations (L.12190) was passed fo give vent to
the Authonity's Establishment Law NRCD
254, As part of the provisions in the Regula-
tions, the Authority is mandated to provide
relevant shipment information thiough the
Advance Shipment Information (ASHI) sys-
lem.

The ASH! s an electronic platform by which
relevant shipment information 15 received In
advance of vessel amval in Ghana to enable
pre-arrival clearance processes. This is to help
minimize the cost of cleanng cargo af the
ports by way of reducing the delay and the
attendant high demurrage and rent charges.
Studies conducted by the Authority in 2013
indicated that shippers paid about US$75 mil-
lion n demurrage charges and about GHC3(

million in rent charges. These costs resulted

Irom delays n clearing cargo at the ports,

To assis, shippers save cost and speed up clear
ing at the ports, the Authority has iniiated the
process of deploying the ASHI system which
will provide shippers and agencies in the clear-
ance process with advance information on their
shipmens,

v Provision of relevant shipment informa-
tion t shippers in Ghana in real time for
the pre-amval clearance processes.
Thus avoiding the payment of huge de-
murtage and rent charges,

v Bulding of accurate dtabases on rele-
vant shipment information such as prod-
et costs, freight charges, surcharges, et
for the negotiation of charges and condi-
tions of shipment with the shipping ser-
vice providers, on behall of shippers in
Ghana, as prescribed by L. 2190

+ Notification to \lnppm of vessel amval
times ald cargo locations al the ports via
personalized text messages and by te-

phone calls for carlv commencement of

clearance processes.

v Provision of advance shipment informa
tion to Port Authorities, Terminal Opera-
tors. etc. for adequate planning and
preparation ahead of ship arrival in port
to enhance efficiency.

+ Provision of relevant shipment information
in advance of vessel arrival to allow for ade-
quate risk management processes by Desti-
nation Inspection Companies, Customs and
other relevant agencies, to lessen intrusive
tnspections and for also secuing Govern-
ment revenue In duties and taxes through
data qualty assurance activitis,

1 The shipper or his agent/forwarder (2t the
exporting country) would first register on a
web portal (www.antaser.com), and provide
all relovant business information. [Note that
agents/forwarders are already using this or
sinmiar systems for shipments to other coun-
trics]

i The registered shipper or his agent/
forwarder then completes an ASHI form
ontime at the web portal and affaches the
requisite documents.

tii- Documents to be attached to the ASHI form
tnclude copies of the following

Commercial Invoice
Packing List

Bill of Lading

Export Custom Declaration
Freight Invoice




